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In 2005 the Minnesota Legislature allocated funds to the Minnesota Department of Agriculture to develop a 
program to assist local units of government with agricultural planning and zoning issues and livestock siting 
issues.  As a result of this legislative action, the Local Land Use and Livestock Siting Program was formed to 
partner with townships, counties, livestock producers and commodity organizations and to bring information, 
research and technical expertise to the livestock siting process.  This factsheet was developed to provide general 
information and contact information about this program to local units of government and livestock producers.  
 

 
 
SERVICES PROVIDED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: 
 

� Local governmental training for counties and townships on agricultural planning and zoning issues and 
technical feedlot siting issues. 

 
� Guide local governmental units to technical and scientific planning and zoning and feedlot siting 

resources. 
 
� Assistance in reviewing and commenting on local zoning ordinances and comprehensive land use plans. 

 
� Assistance to local chambers of commerce, municipalities and related organizations on agricultural 

issues.    
 
SERVICES PROVIDED TO LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS: 
 

� Technical assistance to livestock producers in regards to the feedlot permitting process. 
 
� To partner with commodity organizations on various initiatives in support of animal agriculture. 

 
OTHER SERVICES: 
 

� Development, distribution and dissemination of technical, informational and educational planning and 
zoning and feedlot siting resources. 

 
� Act as a technical liaison between local units of government, livestock producers and state agencies on 

feedlot siting issues.  
 
NOTE – There are no fees for the services listed above. 
 

 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Robert Sip 
Principal Planner 
Agricultural Marketing Services 
320-255-2428 (Direct Line) 
651-319-1832 (Cell) 
320-255-2428 (Fax) 
rob.sip@state.mn.us 

Mission of the Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
 
Our mission is to work toward a diverse agricultural industry that 
is profitable and environmentally sound; to protect public health 
and safety regarding food and agricultural products; and to ensure 
orderly commerce in agricultural and food products. 
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